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TTHHEE HHEEAAVVEENNLLYY
HHOORRSSEESS

BBeenneeaatthh tthhee ssttrriikkiinngg ssppootttteedd ccooaatt ooff aann AAppppaalloooossaa iiss aa hheeaarrtt ooff
ggoolldd aanndd aa wwaarrmm aanndd wwoonnddeerrffuull ppeerrssoonnaalliittyy..

FFrroomm pprreehhiissttoorriicc ccaavvee ppaaiinnttiinnggss iinn FFrraannccee ttoo aanncciieenntt CChhiinneessee aarrtt,,
tthhee ssppootttteedd hhoorrssee hhaass lloonngg ffaasscciinnaatteedd ppeeooppllee.. TThhee AAppppaalloooossaa
HHoorrssee bbrreeeedd hhaass eexxiisstteedd ffoorr mmaannyy cceennttuurriieess.. IItt wwaass tthhee hhoorrssee ooff
aarriissttooccrraattss aanndd nnoobblleess iinn EEuurrooppee iinn tthhee 11660000ss aanndd 11770000ss.. CChhiinneessee
EEmmppeerroorrss ddeessccrriibbeedd tthheemm aass ““hheeaavveennllyy hhoorrsseess..””

SSppoottttyy HHiissttoorryy
The Appaloosa’s history is as
unique as their colorful spotted
coat patterns. Many believe that
the spotted horses were brought 
to North America by the Spanish –
to Mexico during the 1500s – and
they reached the Nez Perce tribe
around 1700. But the Nez Perce, a
Native American Indian tribe, have
passed along a story that says
their first Appaloosa horses came
from a Russian ship off the Oregon
coast. Three spotted stallions
swam from the ship to the tribe
waiting on shore.

The Nez Perce tribe inhabited the
Palouse River country of central
Idaho and eastern Washington. Their horses were
called “the Palouse” which turned into “Appaloosa”
over the years.

OOnn tthhee SSppoott 
To survive, the Appaloosa had to
be a hardy horse and an excellent
hunting mount. It had to carry a
rider who was using both hands
for his bow and arrows. The 
Nez Perce trained the brave
Appaloosa to charge into
stampeding herds of buffalo on
the hunt. 

SSppoottss aanndd
SSttrriippeess

The Appaloosa’s body is strong
and compact, but not heavy. 
The edge of its eyeball is white.

The skin around the muzzle and eyes is spotted 
or mottled. Its firm hooves have vertical dark and 
light stripes. 
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Photos courtesy of Appaloosa Horse Club
Learn more at www.appaloosa.com. Be sure to check out the Youth Association pages.

CCooaatt ooff
MMaannyy CCoolloorrss
There are five Appaloosa
coat patterns: 1) leopard
(white with dark spots over
the hips); 2) snowflake
(spots all over the body); 3)
blanket (white without dark
spots over the hips); 4)
marble (same-size spots all
over the body); and 5) frost
(white specks). Appaloosas
can have a combination of
patterns and can change
patterns over their lifetime.

HHaappppyy
AAppppyy

Today, the
beautiful spotted horse is
one of the most beloved of
American horse breeds
and found throughout the
world. It excels in western
pleasure, rodeo, games,
jumping and dressage. It is
a natural at cutting cattle.
Appaloosas are prized 
for their easy-going
dispositions and reliability
as family horses.


